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Silent destruct

Text SVEN]JA GERNOTH

THERE ARE FEW things warse than
having your beautiful homea grawed away
by termites, yet so many South African
homes fall vichim o these silent destroyars,
Although, acoarding 10 wawwikipedia.ong,
tenmites mostly feed on dead plant mate
tial, generally in the form ot wood, leal liter,
soil oF animal dung, an astimataed 0% of
the around 4 000 species are aconamicalky
significant as pests thal can cause serous
stmuctural damage to bulldings, crops and
plartation forasts.

hark Enslin. president of tha South
African Pest Contral Association (SAP0A)
explains that termites often go unnaticed
for years withaut any immediste signs onby
overed when the damage done is

"These termites, however, are not the
Nty ones Sausing the damage as various
unrenistered pest control officers and bl
ing contractors are causing mejor havao
with inadequate and incorrectly applisd
pre-treatment against these pests oo,
acids Mark.

Accaording to SAPCA, many hame
cwnare maove into thair mesidence oniy 1o
find that neither the graunds on which it
is buailt nor e actual structure have been
treated proparly. "Often this s the esull of
building contractors appointing unregis
tered pest control officers who act illegally
in either using bamned chemicals or anply-
ing chemicals incormctly,” explains Mark.

www. killthetermites. com advises

looking out for the following telltale

signs:

* Nud-locking material on wooden
sifaces

= Wirgs

s Actual temites

= Tommite tubas

s Sawicdug!

o Small holes in the surface of na
wiad

& Pzint bubblas

»  Cineck modsl, dark areas

= Tap st wood with a nammer ar Blunt
abjact

| = Pick at wood with 3 penknite in

varicus places

o A1 L =
-k

Termilicidas are registared through tha
Registrar Act 36 of 1947 only after thor-
augh testing by the South African Bursai
af Standards (SABS), Modern termiticicdes
which are mare anvironmantally friendly,
anly ofer-a protection and aficiency guar
s tex amasimum of fve vears comparsd
to older compounds like Chicrdaneg, which
have beern bannsd dua 1o the hazardous
gfiect on humans and the envronmsns,

Howeovar, SAFCA has found that
tharg ars pest contnel oficars that offer to
Lermite-proaf bulldings at a rate per sguars
meter, which is well below the wholesale
cost of the chemicals alone and in addi-
tan, stil offer a ten-vear guarantes. “Since
Chiordane has been bannac, pest contod
companies are no longer aole o offer a
ten-year guarantes on lermile proofing
as there iz currently ne chemical on the

e vt

BURNING IS5UE

market that can offer that kind of protec
ticn,” states Mark.

Tha bazt way 1o daeal with termiles 1S
o always ot 0 touch with a credible pest
controller o extenminatos, as getting rid of
trese pests can be exdramealy difficels on
yolr e - out make surs that the profes-
sioral 15 emploved with a licensed pest
control company and has knowiedge of the
vanous treatrmenl methods and resounces
10 craate a treatmient plan suitable for o
deveopmant, Lasth, ahvays be suspicicus
of oheap oricing and extendad guaran
tegs that exceed five years, IF it sounds 100
gooc to be trus, 1t probably s &

With thanks to the South African Pest
Contral Association (SAPCA). Strategic
Communication, www.wikipedia.org and
www killtermites.com



