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Exclusive

THE DANGERS OF
DIY PEST-CONTROL

Many people use home remedies
for pesky insects because they
think they're safer but it's a
dangerous myth, poisons expert
Dr Gerhard Verdoorn says.

“I'm opposed in principle to all
home remedies and homemade
pesticides. That's how poisoning
often happens - because people
have no idea of chemistry.

“It's against the law to recom-
mend all sorts of muti if it hasn't
been registered as a poison. For
example people make cockroach
poison from boric acid and other
stuff and believe me there is
trouble when kids or pets ingest
it.

“Another favourite is tobacco
for everything under the sun that
paople want to get rid of. It's
illegal, irresponsible and the
nicotine in it causes cancer.”

Soap-based remedies should

products in their original packag-
ing and carefully follow the in-
structions for safe use, says
Anzelle van Niekerk of the South
African Pest Control Association
(Sapca).

“Our biggest problem is that
people don't read the instruc-
tions. They spray and when the
dog or cat dies the product is
blamed. Rather use products that
don't contain organophosphates
(such as chlorpyrifos) and en-
quire about products that con-
tain safer active ingredients.”

If you fumigate your home with
a commonly available product
you must ventilate the room for
three hours and wait another
half-hour before entering. Using
other sprays immediately after-
wards won't harm your health.

H If you are unsure about the
safety of a product or service
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If you choose to deal with pests @ Call Sapca on 012-654-7708 or
yourself buy only registered go to the website at sapca.org.za.
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